Colestipol

(Brand Name: Colestid)



What is the medicine for?

· Binds and absorbs bile acids to reduce diarrhea in children with stomach diseases.

· Reduces itching in children with liver diseases.

· Lowers cholesterol. 

· Decreases irritation from bile acids on the skin when used as an ointment.

How should I give my child this medicine?

· Give your child colestipol according to the instructions given to you by your child’s doctor.

· Do not give more medicine than prescribed by your child’s doctor. This medicine should only be given to the patient for whom it is prescribed.

· Colestipol tablets should not be crushed or chewed.

· The granules can be mixed with water, milk, juices or soft foods, such as applesauce or pudding.

· If using an ointment, apply to the affected area as directed by your child’s doctor.

How should this medicine be stored?

· Keep medicine in its original bottle.

· Keep all medicine out of the reach of children.

· Store in a cool, dry place away from sunlight.

What should I do if I miss a dose?

· Give the dose as soon as you remember it. However, if it is almost time for the next dose, do not give the missed dose. Do not give a double dose.

What precautions or special instructions should I know about?

· Do not give your child any other medicines, including over-the counter medicines, until you have check with your child’s doctor or pharmacist.

· Do not give your child other medicine at the same time as colestpol because it may bind the medicine and reduce its effect. Take other medicine 1 hour  before or at least 4 hours after a dose of colestipol.

· Do not use colestipol prodiucts containing aspartame if your child has phenylketonuria (PKU). Ask your child’s doctor or pharmacist for a brand without aspartame.

What are the common side effects of this medicine?

· Constipation

· Diarrhea, nausea, or vomiting

· Stomach pain, gas

Stop giving your child this medicine and call your child’s doctor if:

Your child has any of these reactions:

· Severe abdominal cramps

· Unusual bruising or bleeding

· Red or black (bloody), tarry stools

**This medication information sheet is a summary and intended for information purposes only. If you have any other questions, please ask your child’s doctor or pharmacist.
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