Mesalamine

(Brand Names: Asacol, Pentasa, Apriso, Lialda)



What is the medicine for?

· Used to prevent or treat inflammatory bowel disease.

How should I give my child this medicine?

· Give mesalamine on a regular schedule as prescribed by your child’s doctor. This medicine should only be given to the patient for whom it was prescribed.

· Do not stop giving your child famotidine unless told to do so by your child’s doctor.

· Do not crush or allow your child to chew the capsules or tablets.

· Do not open the capsules unless instructed to do so by your child’s doctor, nurse or pharmacist.

· If giving your child a suppository, follow these instructions:

· If the suppository seems too soft to use, chill it under cold water or in the refrigerator.

· Remove the foil wrapper and moisten the suppository with water.

· Have your child lie down on his/her side, pulling knees up to the chest.

· Insert the suppository into the rectum ½- to 1” and hold in place for a minute

· Have your child remain lying down for 10 to 15 minutes.

· If giving your child a retention enema, follow these instructions:

· Shake the bottle well, hold the neck so the bottle doesn’t leak, remove the cover from the applicator tip.

· Have your child lie down on his/her side, pulling knees up to the chest.

· Inseert the tip of the applicator into the rectum about ½- tot 1” and squeeze bottle.

· Remove the bottle applicator and throw it away.

· Have your child remain lying down for at least 30 minutes; it may be easiest to give the dose to your child right before bedtime.

How should this medicine be stored?

· Keep all medicine out of the reach of children.

· Store in a cool, dry place away from sunlight.

· Keep the suppositories at room temperature. Do not freeze the enema.

What should I do if I miss a dose?

· Give the dose as soon as you remember it. However, if it is almost time for the next dose, do not give the missed dose. Do not give a double dose.

What precautions or special instructions should I know about?

· Do not give your child this medicine if he/she is allergic to aspirin or other salicylates.

· Do not give your child any other medicines, including over-the counter medicines, until you have check with your child’s doctor or pharmacist.

What are the common side effects of this medicine?

· Nausea, gas, stomach pain, cramps

· Headache, tiredness

Stop giving your child this medicine and call your child’s doctor if:

Any of the common side effects become severe.

Your child has any of these reactions:

· Skin rash, itching

· Severe stomach pain or diarrhea

**This medication information sheet is a summary and intended for information purposes only. If you have any other questions, please ask your child’s doctor or pharmacist.
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